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President’s Perspective

Tony Johnson

We are getting a new heater at the club house…well, a replacement for the old one. For
those of you who have been coming to the club house for the last couple of years know, the
heater has been doing its best to keep us all warm, but it has been slowly chugging into
unaffectedness. Bob Ballou has been doing an amazing job limping it along and doing spot
repairs, and Joan Lockyer has donated a space heater which has helped keep us from
freezing.
Despite these best efforts, it was time to retire the old one and get a new one. We will
be installing it within the next couple of weeks. With this addition, hopefully we will be warm
and toasty for the next 20 years.
My hope is that towards the beginning of the new year we will be able to start having
club meetings again. Unfortunately, until we get the go ahead, we will still be using email as
the best means for communication. Please check your email since we have been sending
emails every week, so if you are not receiving them, they may be in your spam.

The club is now communicating mostly by email, given that we are not
able to hold meetings. If you have not already, please checked your
email for information, and update the membership director if you have
had a change or added a new email address.

Field Trip Report
November 21 – Twin Rivers (Joyce)
Meeting place - 10:00Aam Joyce General Store on Hwy 112
Hunting for – Concreations
Tools you need - Rock hammer, shovel, hammer, backpack/bucket for your treasures
Access - easy terrain, based on the tides
Additional items - lunch/snacks and water, water, water. Dress for wet weather in layers
December 12 - Rice Museum
Meeting place - 26385 Northwest Groveland Dr., Hillsboro, OR 97124
Hunting for - Rock pile for children to prospect a specimen, Looking at museum displays
Tools you need - Camera if you would like to take pictures
Access - Wheel chair accessible
Additional items - lunch/snacks and water, water, water. Dress in layers. Well worth the trip with
displays of all kinds of minerals from the northwest

Please remember that even though we love to meet new people, fieldtrips are a member benefit
and part of your membership dues covers you for injury liability.
Though injuries are rare, and we do everything we can to avoid them, we are going out into nature,
and uncontrollable environment.
All individuals attending field trips will have to sign a release of liability, and if you are bringing
guests, we will try to entice them into join the club by having Membership applications available.
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TENTATIVE NOVEMBER 2020 CLUB HOUSE SCHEDULE
DATE
DAY
1
Sunday
2
Monday
3
Tuesday

TIME

ACTIVITY

LOCATION

INSTRUCTOR

Dennis Batchelor
10:00AM-2:00PM Members Workshop
Club House
4:00PM-8:00PM Members Workshop
Club House
Jim Christian
Dennis Batchelor
10:00AM-2:00PM Members Workshop
Club House
4
Wednesday
4:00PM-8:00PM Wire Wrapping
Club House
Tony Johnson
5
Thursday
4:00PM-8:00PM Members Workshop
Club House
Tony Johnson
6
Friday
7
Saturday
10:00AM-2:00PM Members Workshop
Club House
Glen Ripper
8
Sunday
9
Monday
10:00AM-2:00PM Members Workshop
Club House
Dennis Batchelor
10 Tuesday
4:00PM-8:00PM Members Workshop
Club House
Jim Christian
Dennis Batchelor
10:00AM-2:00PM Members Workshop
Club House
11 Wednesday
4:00PM-8:00PM Opal Cutting
Club House
Tony Johnson
12 Thursday
4:00PM-8:00PM Members Workshop
Club House
Tony Johnson
13 Friday
14 Saturday
10:00AM-2:00PM Intarsia
Club House
Tony Johnson
15 Sunday
Dennis Batchelor
16 Monday
10:00AM-2:00PM Members Workshop
Club House
17 Tuesday
4:00PM-8:00PM Members Workshop
Club House
Jim Christian
Dennis Batchelor
10:00AM-2:00PM Members Workshop
Club House
18 Wednesday
4:00PM-8:00PM Wire Wrapping
Club House
Tony Johnson
19 Thursday
4:00PM-8:00PM Members Workshop
Club House
Tony Johnson
20 Friday
10:00AM-2:00PM Joyce Beach
Field Trip
Dennis Batchelor
21 Saturday
10:00AM-2:00PM Silversmithing BEGINNER - PT2
Club House
Jillian Higgins
22 Sunday
23 Monday
Dennis Batchelor
10:00AM-2:00PM Members Workshop
Club House
24 Tuesday
4:00PM-8:00PM Members Workshop
Club House
Jim Christian
10:00AM-2:00PM Members Workshop
Club House
Dennis Batchelor
25 Wednesday
4:00PM-8:00PM Opal Cutting
Club House
Tony Johnson
26 Thursday
CLOSED - THANKSGIVING
27 Friday
28 Saturday
10:00AM-2:00PM Viking Wire Weave
Club House
Joan Lockyer
29 Sunday
Dennis Batchelor
30 Monday
10:00AM-2:00PM Members Workshop
Club House
For questions about a specific class or event, contact the instructor
Jillian Higgins (253)355-3146
Jim Christian (253) 720-9502
Dennis Batchelor (360) 870-8741
Tony Johnson (253) 863-9238
Glen Ripper (253) 508-7545

As of the publication of this schedule Pierce County is still in Phase 2 and is open on an
appointment basis only. As soon as we enter into Phase 3 the club house will be allowed to
open with limited conditions.
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MEET THE MEMBERS
Name: Barbara Maves
Favorite Quote: I don’t really have one.
What are your skills/past experience with the rock Club or rock hounding?
I’ve always picked up rocks, and being in nature, being around plants, etc. I love learning more
about what to do with my finds, such as making cabs, and turning them into wire wrapped/ wire
weaving pieces.
What is your favorite rock, mineral or gem? Malachite
What is your favorite thing to do with rocks, minerals or gems? Making it into jewelry
What are your three favorite books/podcasts?
 Science Fiction
 Horror
 Fantasy
What is your favorite memory surrounding rockhounding/rocks in general?
I love seeing what’s inside a rock when you cut it on the saw, then what the finished piece
looks like after I’m done wrapping it.
In your opinion, what is the best thing about the Puyallup Valley Gem & Mineral Club?
The friendliness, cooperation, and sharing of the members.
In your opinion, where/how does the club need to improve?
Get over COVID
What are three (3) things people might not know about you?
 I used to do belly dancing
 I have a pilot’s license and used to have my own plane
 I used to do arial acrobatics.
What is your greatest accomplishment?
Becoming a pilot and owning my own plane.
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A Bucket List Vacation Out of the Way
Friday September 18th marked the end of our latest vacation trip.
Unfortunately, historic regional forest fires and the resultant
smoke put a damper on much of the trip on both sides of the
Cascades from Tacoma to points south and Klamath Falls,
Oregon. We had looked forward to the scenery during our drive
time and photos but it was not to be.
The thrust of our trip was a long-planned trek to Virgin Valley
and the Rainbow Ridge mine to dig for opal. Of the mines
present, we believe this is the premier one as suggested by
numerous acquaintances. Two types of digging are permitted
here: virgin pile and tailings pile, $700 for the former per day and
$100 for the latter per day. As we had planned and saved for this
for several years we opted for the big salami and went for the
frontend loader scoop. We understood it to be about three cubic
yards, but it sure seemed much more than that.
As required by the mine owners we had to arrive at the
entry gate by 8:00am, with this being the second to last
weekend of the digging season. Having driven from an
overnighter motel stay in Lakeview, Oregon some ninetyfour miles distant we gave ourselves plenty of time and left
before 5:00am. Once morning dawned, we found ourselves
in the hind end of nowhere…no vehicles behind us and
maybe one on the horizon approaching. After a couple small
Oregon towns along the way—nothing! One sign pointed
out—Next Gas 100 Miles. I found the scenery, what I could
see of it, breathtaking—magnificent desolation, to reuse a
phrase from one of our lunar astronauts. I am certain had there been no smoke the landscape would
have been fantastic. After turning off highway 140 it’s about eight miles along a dirt road to the mine.
None of us were able to get to our assigned piles and
tailings till about 9:15. Once set up we did a quick once
around of our pile and found a few opal chucks right off the
bat. Then the work began. We chatted with a few of the
other attendees (about 15-18 altogether) before entering the
dig area, to which one lady stated it would be hard work.
She wasn’t kidding! We had many large chunks of damp
hard clay that needed to be broken down. Fortunately, the
mine owners provided the proper tools and demonstrated
their use. Halfway through I was tiring out but then after a
good rest break and a sandwich I found my groove and
worked steadily until about 3:40pm, with a 4:00pm finish time. To my knowledge everyone found
opal, though I did hear the tailings diggers were not find a whole lot. When some viewed our finds
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we were told we did pretty god. As an aside, the owners and another person stated there is carnelian
in a slope across the main route before the mine turnoff, though it tends to be small.
The one image shows our finds, and since the virgin ground
is damp water is needed to immerse any opal.
Unfortunately, I had one big opal about four inches in
diameter and six in length being a golden orange color. It
was later in the work, and the clay material had already
dried out. I noted fracturing while cleaning it off so I could
get it to fit into a container. It disintegrated into about a
dozen pieces, though most were still of respectable size.
Later on during inspection none had indications of color.
An experienced digger explained wet opal there can go
pretty fast once dried out…like before getting it into its
soak.
I had hoped to leave the site soon after closing time as we
planned to drive straight back to Klamath Falls, about a 3-4
hour trip. At the mine shop we waited our turn to have our
finds inspected. Finally, it was our turn, and the owners
graded and cleaned our finds while chatting with us. The
domed pieces are our color finds, one almost for certain
being a pinecone and the orange-tinted one being a limb
cast. The big piece by itself he determined to be bog opal
and should not have had color, being typically clear or blue.
This one did color up and was an oddity, to which he spent
about twenty to thirty minutes cleaning off clay. He also
worked a few of the other pieces to get rid of external deposits.
On the whole, I feel our finds were nowhere the money we
paid for it, but there was always the hope of finding a nice
museum-grade chunk and it was pretty much a once-in-alifetime trip for us. Would I do it again? the logistics was a
tiring experience that saw a couple three incidents before
we even left home that could have forced a cancellation…an
event the mine owners do not like since reservations ahead
of time are required for the virgin purchase. I would
suggest a motorhome or camper setup and taking the time
to get there and back, even overnighting, though the
facilities are almost nonexistent. Unless finances allow for it,
I would save starting about a year in advance. We brought three gallons of water, other than for
personal use but found out they had their own source. Make sure you are gassed up, have plenty of
food, sunscreen, hygiene supplies (just in case), containers large enough for finds, especially for those
hoped-for treasure(s), extra clothing and shoes to replace the grubbies, ‘cause if it’s one thing that is
in abundance it is dust and dirt, a shelter of some sort for sun protection, and some stools or other
seating.
Next stop: relaxation at Redmond and Richardson’s Ranch and milepost 41 on highway 26 east of
Prineville!
By Brett Lawrence
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ASSOCIATIONS DIRECTOR’S REPORT FOR NOVEMBER 2020
WA STATE MINERAL COUNCIL (WSMC): https://mineralcouncil.wordpress.com/
This is the link to the website which contains the latest/September Newsletter. No notices requiring heightened
awareness or responsive action(s) to be taken by Puyallup Valley Gem & Mineral Club at this time.
The last newsletter was in September (Quarterly). The next meeting will be November 7, 2020?
Bob Pattie, WSMC Trustee, sent out the following information on new legislation:
House Bill 2579: Hardrock Leasing and Reclamation Act of 2019
In 2018, I reported on a bill that had been submitted to Congress about reviewing the requirements applicable to locatable
minerals on public lands. A new look at replacing the 1872 Mining laws regarding filing claims on federal lands. That bill
was again issued in 2019 updated and again submitted on August 4, 2020. The name of the bill is H.R 2579: Hardrock
Leasing and Reclamation Act of 2019. This bill is 132 pages in length and has some good parts and some that will not be
accepted very well. I would suggest that all rockhounds or anyone interested in minerals read through the table of content
and can choose what you want to read and possibly comment to the committee or your representative.
The following are topics in the table of contents: Section 1 – short title; table of contents, Section 2 – Definition and
references, Section 3 – Application rules. Title I – Mineral Leasing, Exploration, and Development, Title II - Consultation
Procedure; Title III - Environmental Considerations of Mineral Exploration and Development, Title IV - Abandoned
Hardrock Mine Reclamation. The following are a few bits and pieces of the above sections.
Section 2, (6) The term “casual Use” – (A) Subject to Subparagraph (B) and (C), means mineral activities that do not
ordinarily result in any disturbance of public lands and resources: (B) includes collection of geochemical, rock, soil, or
mineral specimens using hand tools, hand panning, or non-motorized sluicing: and (C) does not include- (i) the use of
mechanized earth-moving equipment, suction dredging, or explosive;(ii) the use of motor vehicles in areas closed to offroad vehicles; (iii)the construction of roads or drill pads; and (iv)the use of toxic or hazardous materials.
Section 2, (12) the term “Federal Land” means any land, and any interest in land, that is owned by the United States,
except lands in the National Park System, Indian lands, and lands on the Outer Continental shelf. Following up on the
above statement, in Title III under Section 302 Permits - this states: (a) Permits required. – No person may engage in
mineral activities on Federal land that may cause a disturbance of surface resources, including land, air, ground water and
surface water, and fish and wildlife, unless a permit was issued to such person under this title authorizing such activities.
(b) Negligible disturbances. Notwithstanding subsection (a), a permit under this title shall not be required for mineral
activities that are a casual usage on Federal Land.
I believe this last statement helps the rockhound by not requiring a permit, etc. to collect specimens on federal land. You
will also notice that they discuss leasing rather having a mining claim (all of Title I). I believe the intent is to no new claims,
just people leasing land for mining. It is difficult to estimate when this bill will be considered by both houses of congress,
but I believe it will get in time. V – Additional Provisions.

20201014PublicCom
mentLtr.docx

You are subscribed to Middle Fork Snoqualmie and Pratt Wild and Scenic Rivers Comprehensive River Management
Plan for USDA Forest Service. This information has recently been updated, and is now available.
The Mt. Baker-Snoqualmie National Forest, Snoqualmie Ranger District invites you to review and comment on the
draft Environmental Assessment (EA) with a Forest Plan amendment, and draft Comprehensive River Management
Plan (CRMP) for the Middle Fork Snoqualmie and Pratt Wild and Scenic Rivers Comprehensive River Management
Plan project. In 2014, the Pratt River and a segment of the Middle Fork Snoqualmie were designated as additions to
the National Wild and Scenic Rivers System. Designated areas include the upper 28.2 miles of the Middle Fork
Snoqualmie River, and the entire Pratt River.
9|Page

To determine how to manage the Middle Fork Snoqualmie and Pratt Wild and Scenic River Corridors, both a CRMP
and an EA are needed. The CRMP is required by the Wild and Scenic Rivers Act, while the EA is required by the
National Environmental Policy Act. The draft EA contains the purpose and need for the plan, alternatives, and
environmental analysis. The draft CRMP contains the river boundaries; river values; management direction, including
desired conditions, standards, and guidelines; and monitoring plan. To view the draft EA, draft CRMP, and related
project information, visit the project website at: https://www.fs.usda.gov/project/?project=53997. This website is the
most up-to-date source for project information.
The comment period will end November 13, 2020.


20201014PublicCommentLtr.docx

Update your subscriptions, modify your password or email address, or stop subscriptions at any time on your
Subscriber Preferences Page. You will need to use your email address to log in. If you have questions or problems with
the subscription service, please contact subscriberhelp.govdelivery.com.
This service is provided to you at no charge by US Forest Service.
This email was sent to gmorita@seanet.com using GovDelivery Communications Cloud
on behalf of: USDA Forest Service · 1400 Independence Ave., SW · Washington, DC
20250-0003 · 1-800-832-1355
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------AMERICAN LAND ACCESS ASSOCIATION (ALAA):
http://amlands.org/
This is the link to the website and an attachment which contains the latest 3 rd Quarter Newsletter. No notices
requiring heightened awareness or responsive action(s) to be taken by Puyallup Valley Gem & Mineral Club at
this time
ALAA Newsletter 3rd
Qtr 2020 em.pdf

ALAA News Alert - THE BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT SEEKS NOMINATIONS TO WESTERN
OREGON RAC
Greetings Recreational Rockhounds of Western Oregon,
For those in the areas of concern, here is your chance to help maintain Recreational Rockhounding on
Oregon's Public Lands. Make the Voice of the Rockhound be Heard!
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

THE BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT SEEKS NOMINATIONS TO WESTERN
OREGON RESOURCE ADVISORY COMMITTEE
Bureau seeks nominees to help improve public land management in Western Oregon
Portland, ORE. – The Bureau of Land Management (BLM) announced that it is seeking public nominations for positions
on the Western Oregon Resource Advisory Committee. This citizen-based committee assist’s in the development of
recommendations that address public land management issues.
The BLM maintains RACs chartered under the Federal Advisory Committee Act (FACA) and the Federal Policy and Land
Management Act (FLPMA) across the West. Each RAC consists of 10 to 15 members from interests in local communities.
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“The Western Oregon Resource Advisory Committees provide the BLM with vital feedback on current issues, concerns,
and proposals, and enable us to engage local communities and stakeholders to improve our management of public
lands,” said Elizabeth Burghard, Medford District Manager. “The Western Oregon RAC is responsible for distributing
Secure Rural School Title II funding, reviewing recreation fee proposals, and more. Our goal is to ensure that the
membership of the Western Oregon RAC encompasses a variety of perspectives and backgrounds to guide our work as
effectively as possible.”
The BLM maintains RACs as a means of gaining expert advice, ideas, and diverse opinions on issues including land use
planning, fire management, off-highway vehicle use, recreation, timber development, noxious weed management, grazing
issues, and wild horse and burro herd management issues. The RACs support the Bureau’s commitment to building a
shared conservation stewardship legacy in the communities it serves.
Individuals may nominate themselves or others to serve on a RAC. Nominees, who must be residents of the state or
states where the RAC has jurisdiction, will be reviewed based on their training, education, and knowledge of the RAC’s
geographic area. Nominees should also demonstrate a commitment to consensus building and collaborative decisionmaking. Letters of reference must accompany all nominations from any represented interests or organizations, a
completed RAC application, and any other information that speaks to the nominee’s qualifications.

The Western Oregon RAC has different 9 positions open in the following categories:




Category One – Representatives of organizations associated with energy/mineral development; Federal grazing
permit holders; the timber industry; transportation or rights-of-way; off-highway vehicles users; and commercial
and developed outdoor recreation.
Category Two – Representatives of archeological and historic organizations; dispersed recreation users; wild
horse and burros organizations; and nationally or regionally-recognized environmental organizations.
Category Three – Representatives of state, county, or local elected office; Indian tribes located within or adjacent
to the area for which the RAC is organized; academicians employed in natural resource management or natural
sciences; employees of a state agency responsible for management of natural resources; and the public at
large.

As published in a notice in the Federal Register, the BLM will consider nominations for 30 days until November 13,
2020. For more information, please contact Kyle Sullivan, 541-618-2340, ksullivan@blm.gov.

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

OTHER NEWS OF INTEREST:
W e s t e r n P u b l i c L a n d s A r e L a nd l o c k e d
Results
and
Water
of the
Conservation
most sophisticated
Fund could
analysis
help solve
of inaccessible public lands reveals a staggering challenge that the Land
This week, onX and the Theodore Roosevelt Conservation Partnership revealed the stunning results of a collaboration to
quantify how many acres of America’s public lands are entirely surrounded by private land and, therefore, sit inaccessible
to hunters, anglers, and other outdoor recreationists.
The Findings
More than 9.5 million acres across thirteen states in the American West were identified as landlocked by private lands in a
study using today’s leading mapping technologies. The findings are now available in a new report, “Off Limits, But Within
Reach: Unlocking the West’s Inaccessible Public Lands,” which unpacks the issue in unprecedented detail.
“At 9.52 million acres, the massive scale of the landlocked problem represents a major impediment to public access and
the growth of the $887-billion outdoor recreation economy,” says Joel Webster, Western lands director with the Theodore
Roosevelt Conservation Partnership. “These are lands that all Americans own, and yet public access is not readily
available or guaranteed.”
Up until now, little has been done to make a comprehensive and detailed assessment of this frequently discussed issue.
This new report breaks down the 9.52 million acres landlocked across the West into totals for each of the thirteen states,
highlighting the largest landlocked parcel within each state and how many landlocked acres each federal land
management agency oversees.
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More than 93.2 percent of landlocked public lands in the West are managed by the Bureau of Land Management.
Wyoming holds the most inaccessible public lands with 3.05 million acres—or almost a third of the total landlocked
acreage across the region.
“onX was founded on helping people access the outdoors and public lands, and our partnership in this project is an
extension of that,” says onX founder Eric Siegfried. “In additions to creating technology that enables people to make
memories in the field or on the water, we strongly support efforts that either improve current access points or open up new
opportunities for our customers. Why not start with the public lands that we rightfully own?”
A Solution in Jeopardy
The report also highlights the most powerful tool for opening landlocked lands to the public—the Land and Water
Conservation Fund, which, among other things, pays for voluntary easement and acquisition agreements with private
landowners. This joint effort between onX and TRCP arrives at a critical time for the fund, which is set to expire on
September 30, 2018, unless Congress acts to reauthorize the LWCF.
“Our report offers a clear and accurate picture of a major access obstacle facing public land users, and the Land and
Water Conservation Fund is the single most important mechanism for addressing this challenge,” says TRCP’s Webster.
“Many lawmakers talk about their commitment to public access, and the clearest way for them to demonstrate their
support would be to reauthorize this critical program by September 30.”
“Many public land parcels without guaranteed public access range from five to 30 square miles in size—we aren’t just
talking about postage stamp sections,” adds Siegfried. “Understanding this, lawmakers have a very real opportunity to
make a positive difference by expanding public access for the American people, and we hope they do.”
Landlocked Acres by State
Arizona: 243,000 acres
California: 492,000 acres
Colorado: 269,000 acres
Idaho: 208,000 acres
Montana: 1,523,000 acres
Nevada: 2,054,000 acres
New Mexico: 554,000 acres
North Dakota: 107,000 acres
Oregon: 443,000 acres
South Dakota: 196,000 acres
Utah: 264,000 acres
Washington: 121,000 acres
Wyoming: 3,046,000 acres

-Bill Clark, PVGMC Associations Director 2020

New Club House Rules
Now that the club house is open, we have to follow these conditions:
Requirements and conditions:
 Members must already be qualified to use clubhouse equipment.
 Workshops & classes are limited to 4 members plus the instructor.
 Reservations must be made by using the reservation process.
 Each member is limited to one workshop or class per week.
 Each member must follow the usual sign in and payment process AND sign a Release of
Liability and Hold Harmless Agreement EACH TIME the member comes to a workshop or
class.
 Face coverings and social distancing are required.
 One person at a time in the saw room(s).
Other than making reservations, all comments, concerns, etc. are to be directed to Tony Johnson (
12 | P a g e

COMMUNITY SUPPORTERS
South Hill RV Sales
Offering the highest rated starter, midline, and high end
towables and RV’s at the lowest prices which has made us a
top volume dealer in Washington state.
12414 Meridian East, Puyallup 98373
253-435-7751 or 866-435-7751
www.southhillrv.com

Rice Museum of Rocks & Minerals
To engage, inspire, and educate generations on the splendor
and complexity of our Earth.
26385 NW Groveland Dr., Hillsboro, OR 97124
503-647-2418
Info@ricenorthwestmuseum.org
www.ricenorthwestmuseum.org

H & I Lapidary

Amber, Jewelry, Beads, Findings, Gemstones, Slabs, Rough
Material, Fossils, and Aussie items.
Mike and LaVon Siperek
(253) 531-7294
th
4203 E 99 Street, Tacoma, WA 98446
Yankees_Diesel@comcast.net

SUNSHINE REPORT

With everything going on, we have not had a chance to meet as a group and bring
to eachother’s attention members who need healing thoughts or prayer sent their
way. There seems to be a larger than normal number of members who could use
some positivity directed at them. Please join us in wishing the following individuals
a fast recovery, both physically and emotionally:
Faith Preston: Her father passed away
Kathy Dirks: Having shoulder sergery
Roger Forsythe: had to have emergency sergery and now has a Mersa infection
If you know of anyone else who needs to be recognized in next months
Sunshine Report , please email or call either
Tony Johnson at ynotopals@outlook.com (253) 863-9238 or
Jillian Higgins at J.Y.Higgins@gmail.com (253) 355-3146
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FROM THE BENCH
This is going to be a 5 part series. If you wanted to print and tape them together, I bet they would
look really good on the wall of your shop!
LAPS USED TO POLISH GEMS
Hardness 6 to 7 ½ up to, not including 8.. (The usual group for faceters)
Prepare surface on 1200 or 3000 lap (3000 excellent!)
Polish laps: lucite, Pol-A-Gem cerium oxide & alumina,
tin/lead, tin, Fast Lap, Last Lap.
Agent; cerium oxide, alumina, diamond.
Mineral examples; andalusite, beryl, danburite, iolite,
Quartz, feldspar, tourmaline, topaz, zircon, garnet.
Synthetics; titania, alexandrium, glass, GGG, others.
Next months segment: Hardness 8 to 9, to be continued…

MINERAL OF THE MONTH
Do you know what March’s birthstone is? Do you know which of the
gemstones is named for the Latin phrase “water of the sea”?
If you recognized the pictured stones as Aquamarine, you are correct.
Aquamarine is a blue to green colored variety of Beryl that is rather
hard, a 7.5 – 8 on the Mohs hardness scale. It typically grows in
granet seams as a six sided crystal. It can be anywhere from
Transparent to Translucent, but most facetable pieces are completely
transparent. There are bicolor specimens that change from blue to
green depending on the angle you are looking at the stone, but these
are less common and therefore more valuable.
The blue color of aquamarine comes from Iron (Fe) unlike
other blue colored gemstones that get their color from
Copper (Cu). When exposed to direct sunlight for extended
periods of time, the color will bleach out of the crystal, but
you can heattreat aquamarine to bring back the color or
enhance the color of the less desierable colored stone.
The contry with the largest
production of aquamarine is Brazil,
with both the largest every found
crystal and the largest cut stone both coming from mines in Brazil. Other producers of
aquamarine are Pakistan, Russia, China, Mozambique, Kenya, and the United States.
In the US, you find aquamarine in Colorado and California. There is a great Youtube
show about Colorado aquamarine called Mount Antero Treasures.
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2020 SHOW & TELL THEMES and PROGRAM NIGHT EVENTS

MEETING

DATE

SHOW & TELL THEME

January - 1st Meeting

January 10, 2020 Tiger's Eye or any field trip finds

January - 2nd Meeting

January 24, 2020 Lace or any field trip finds

February - 1st Meeting
February - 2nd Meeting
March - 1st Meeting
March - 2nd Meeting

Heart shapped or any field trip
February 14, 2020 finds
Red, Pink, & Purple or any field
February 28, 2020 trip finds

PROGRAM NIGHT
EVENT
Washington State Mineral
Council

Outlaws Metal Detecting

"Sham" rocks or any field trip
March 13, 2020 finds
March 27, 2020 Green or any field trip finds

Carlson's Jewelry Store, Carl
Carlson

April - 1st Meeting
April - 2nd Meeting

April Fools Gold or any field trip
April 10, 2020 finds
April 24, 2020
No Show & Tell

May - 1st Meeting
May - 2nd Meeting

May 8, 2020 Flower rocks or any field trip finds
May 22, 2020
Jerry's Rock Shop
No Show & Tell

June - 1st Meeting

Fancy Slabs & Fossils + any field
June 12, 2020 trip finds

June - 2nd Meeting
July - 1st Meeting
July - 2nd Meeting
August - 1st Meeting
August - 2nd Meeting
September - 1st Meeting
September - 2nd Meeting
October - 1st Meeting
October - 2nd Meeting

June 26, 2020

No Show & Tell

Red, White, & Blue or any field
July 10, 2020 trip finds
July 24, 2020
No Show & Tell
August 14, 2020 Carnelians + any field trip finds
Saturday
August 29, 2020
No Show & Tell
September 11, 2020 Crystals + any field trip finds
September 25, 2020
No Show & Tell

October 9, 2020 Wood + any field trip finds
October 23, 2020
No Show & Tell

November - 1st Meeting
November - 2nd Meeting

Thundereggs & Geodes + any
November 13, 2020 field trip finds
November 27, 2020
No Show & Tell

December - 1st Meeting
December - 2nd Meeting

Saturday
December 12, 2020
No Meeting

No Show & Tell
No Show & Tell

Auction/Potluck

Tailgate Party @ Grange Parking
Lot

Jerry's Rock Shop
Picnic & Tailgate Party at club
house on Saturday
Mini Lapidary Demonstrations
Auction/Potluck

BINGO Night
Holiday Banquet/Officer
Installation on Saturday
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2020 Elected Officers
Title

Name

Phone

President:

Tony Johnson

(253)863-9238 ynotopals@outlook.net

Vice President:

Jim Christian

(253)720-9502 Jimchristian_205@hotmail.com

Secretary:

Teresa Rodrick

(253)531-4062 gtrodi@comcast.net

Treasurer:

Jillian Higgins

(253)355-3146 J.Y.Higgins@gmail.com

Association Director:

Bill Clark

(360)893-6919 clarkwa@comcast.net

1 Year Director:

Glen Ripper

(253)508-7545 glen311944@yahoo.com

2 Year Director:

Patti Dailey-Shives (253)678-0029 pattidailey28@gmail.com

1 Year Trustee:

Glenn Rodrick

(253)531-4062 gtrodi@comcast.net

2 Year Trustee:

Dennis Batchelor

(360)870-8741 hobbyhorse51@gmail.com

Email

2020 Committee Chairs
Title

Name

Phone

Email

Club house Coordinator

Tony Johnson

(253)863-9238 ynotopals@outlook.net

Club Show Coordinator

Jim Christian

(253)720-9502 Jimchristian_205@hotmail.com

Field Trips Coordinator

Dennis Batchelor

(360)870-8741 hobbyhorse51@gmail.com

Web Master

Jillian Higgins

(253)355-3146 J.Y.Higgins@gmail.com

Editor/Communications

Jillian Higgins

(253)355-3146 J.Y.Higgins@gmail.com

Membership

Jillian Higgins

(253)355-3146 J.Y.Higgins@gmail.com

Sunshine

Tony Johnson

(253)863-9238 ynotopals@outlook.net

Newsletter

Jillian Higgins

(253)355-3146 J.Y.Higgins@gmail.com

Mineral Council

Tony Johnson

(253)863-9238 ynotopals@outlook.net

Historian

Nicole Payne

(253)208-9802 pudnikki@yahoo.com

The Puyallup Valley Gem & Mineral
Club is a member of the American
Lands Access Association and the
Washington State Mineral Council.
You can find more information about
the ALAA at: amlands.org or the WA
Mineral Council at:
mineralcouncil@zoho.com
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ROCKIN’ ASTEROIDS II

HAPPY
BIRTHDAY
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Leonard Belling – 1st
Brent Tackett
– 1st
Jeff Hochstrasser – 2nd
David Jewell
– 2nd
Craig Phillips
– 2nd
Brett Banks
– 4th
Aya Saito Helo
– 4th
Nancy LeMay
– 4th
Roger Ockfen
– 5th
Kryste Kubik
– 5th
Cynthia Puskar
– 5th
Joseph Ernest Jr. – 7th
Doreen Lenichek – 7th
Richard Pew
– 7th
Kim Sirianni
– 7th
Sierra Seneca
– 8th
Dennis Batchelor – 13th
Janet Nix
– 14th
Bob Ballou
– 16th
Wade Breeden – 16th
Michele Varnum – 16th
Kathrine Lewis – 17th
Mel Urschel
– 21st
Jennifer Trahan – 22nd
Lyla Seneca
– 24th
John G. Huber – 25th
Brian Osche
– 25th
Robin Simmons – 26th
Kristine Herrman – 27th
Jayden Schilling – 28th
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1.

ABATSUMANI

12. JUKAKU

23. REMARQUE

2.

BABBAGE

13. LAPOVOK

24. RESNIK

3.

CHIRON

14. MARSDEN

25. SABENA

4.

DEIKOON

15. MENGE

26. TACITUS

5.

DELMARY

16. NORIKURA

27. TOLOSA

6.

EISENHART

17. OGAWA

28. UEMURA

7.

FOUCAULT

18. OLBERSIA

29. ULANOVA

8.

GINEVRE

19. PALESTRINA

30. VAISALA

9.

HADRIANUS

20. QUERCUS

31. WAKATA

10. HANDLEY

21. QUITO

32. YUBAKI

11. IANTHE

22. RACHEL

33. ZANSTRA
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ROCK-A-TEER
Newsletter of Puyallup Valley Gem & Mineral Club
P.O. Box 134
Puyallup, WA 98371
http://puyallupvalleygemandmineralclub.com
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